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Vineyard machinery being washed down

What’s your biosecurity bubble?
Vinehealth Australia is encouraging the wine industry to adopt the biosecurity bubble philosophy learned
during COVID, as Cindie Smart writes. What is it and how can it be applied?
he term ‘biosecurity bubble’
has often been used during the
COVID-19
pandemic,
with
interstate sports hubs, medi-hotels and
quarantine facilities all part of Australia’s
COVID response.
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And for some parts of Australia, the
biosecurity bubble might include the
entire region, especially in instances
where there are few vineyards and the
sharing of machinery, equipment and
people between them is commonplace.

Now Vinehealth Australia is encouraging
the wine industry to adopt the philosophy
when thinking about zones where
common requirements for cleaning and
disinfestation exist.

“On some occasions your biosecurity
bubble might be smaller than your
property boundary and down to a block
level if, for example, there is a particular
block on your property that has a known
virus or pest issue and any machinery and
equipment used on that block needs to be
properly cleaned before use elsewhere, to
limit spread,” said Suzanne McLoughlin,
Vinehealth Australia technical manager.

This is particularly important heading
into vintage when heightened movement
of machinery, equipment and people
across states, regions and blocks occurs.

What is a wine industry
biosecurity bubble?
Your biosecurity bubble might be your
property, if you insist that all machinery
and equipment is cleaned before entry,
and that appropriate ‘safe’ footwear
and clothing is always worn by people
entering your vineyard.
Or, if you’re a larger company, your
biosecurity bubble might be all of the
vineyards you own in a region.
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“It’s also important to note that
biosecurity bubbles might change
depending on the time of the year, or
the type of pest you’re dealing with, the
activity you’re performing, where the
machinery or equipment has come from
and the regulatory or quarantine zone
you’re in.”

Come clean, leave clean
Once you’ve defined your biosecurity
bubble, the key to good biosecurity
www.winetitles.com.au

Be clear about
what cleaning
and disinfestation
activities you
expect for
machinery and
equipment before
it arrives on your
property.
SUZANNE MCLOUGHLIN

management is to insist that all visitors
to your vineyard – including their
machinery, equipment, clothing and
footwear – come clean and leave clean.
“Be clear about what cleaning and
disinfestation activities you expect
for machinery and equipment
before it arrives on your property,”
McLoughlin said.
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GRAPE HARVESTERS
OPTIMUM
NEW SELF PROPELLED WITH TWIN BIN OR SIDE ARM

NEW TOW-BEHIND WITH TWIN BIN

Fuel effcient and environment friendly Perkins Engine
Comfortable cab for effortless and safe operations
Multifunction capability for return all year round
Hydraulic flow for multitasking (2 tasks on 2 rows)

Compact, easy and safe to operate
Bin capacity of up to 3600 litres
Auto guidance in the row
From $211,000 + GST

More than 75 Selectiv’ Process
harvesters sold in Australia.
Perfect sample with Selectiv’
system which can be unlatched
in 2 clicks for whole bunch
harvesting

Contact us for a quote, a demonstration or just a question
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Vineyard owners should consider the facilities and volumes of water and
solutions they are providing to enable suitable cleaning.

We have a lot to lose if a
significant pest or disease
damages our wine industry.
Biosecurity is a cornerstone to
the viability of the Australian
wine industry.
SUZANNE MCLOUGHLIN

Nail Clip

“Also think about vehicles, clothes, footwear and small tools.
Do you expect cleaning before arrival, between vines, between
blocks, daily, and when the contractor leaves?

Screw Clip

“And as a vineyard owner, also consider the facilities and
volumes of water and solutions you are providing to enable
suitable cleaning. If you’re not set up for this, now is the time
to get organised.”

Specially developed for the viticulture industry
to provide positive wire-to-post fastening.
• Clips are moulded from polyethylene UV stabilised plastic
capable of resisting temperature extremes.
• Screws are protected by a high durability coating for longer life.
• Available in single or double ended clips.
• By design, the load is carried by the screw rather than the clip.
• Screw pull-out loads far exceed those of nails and staples.
Cost-effective wire-to-post
• Screws can be driven into softer timbers without pre-drilling.
• Posts are not subjected to hammer shock when screw driving. fastening using the successful
Vini Clip System.
• Clips also available for nailing if preferred (recommend
nailgun for best results).
All Products Proudly

Automatic Flusher Valve for Irrigation Hose

- Australian -

Incorporating Spiralfast™ Tension Ties.
Available in three sizes to fit Israeli & Australian 17mm and 13mm dripper irrigation lines.

Water exits here

Now you can allow air to evacuate from your dripper system and automatically shut off
when the water reaches them. When water pressure is turned off the valve automatically
opens, allowing flushing and drainage of lines. Also can be wedged open for power flushing.

61 2 9482 5663 • ppp@tpg.com.au
All products Proudly Australian and available from our warehouse in Sydney
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Planning is key
In the lead up to vintage, think about all of the people,
machinery and equipment that will be coming onto your
property and communicate with them about your biosecurity
expectations.
“If you’re using an interstate contractor, for example, there is a
set of import requirements for any regulated item being moved,
such as machinery, that must be met,” McLoughlin said.
“Each state’s import regulations can be slightly different, so
check with the receiving state’s agricultural department to
ensure you know the rules relevant to that state.”
Before contractors or other visitors arrive, it’s also important
to consider and confirm what evidence of cleaning and
disinfestation you will require for non-regulated items such as
footwear and clothing. “You might want to ask for photographic
evidence, which is easy to take and email through and is time
stamped,” McLoughlin said.
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“You should also confirm the office
location, the parking areas, the location
of cleaning and disinfestation facilities
and any off-limit areas.”

Contractor quotes
Vinehealth Australia also encourages
vineyard owners and contractors to
formalise biosecurity arrangements in
their contracts and quotes.
“Clarity in wording can minimise
assumptions on what activities will be
undertaken, how they will be done, who
will do what and what proof is required,”
McLoughlin said.
“As well as the details about the
cleaning practices, contractor quotes
might include the time it will take to
clean machinery prior to arrival in the
biosecurity bubble, the time to clean
prior to departure from the biosecurity
bubble, and clarity on who’s responsible
for the fees and charges associated with
any required biosecurity documentation
and inspections.”

What’s at stake?
Nationally,
the
wine
industry
contributes more than $40 billion to the
Australian economy.
“We have a lot to lose if a significant
pest or disease damages our wine
industry. Biosecurity is a cornerstone
to the viability of the Australian wine
industry,” McLoughlin said.
The need for better biosecurity
management is amplified when
consideration is given to the connectivity
of the wine industry across the entire
supply chain.
“And we all know that sharing people,
machinery and equipment increases the
risk of pest introduction and spread, so
good biosecurity practices need to be
undertaken by everyone in the supply
chain,” McLoughlin said.
McLoughlin said COVID-19 had given
Australians a taste of what shut down
can look like. “We’ve seen closed borders,
limits on our movement and heightened
regulations,” she said.

The blue area is an example of a biosecurity
bubble within a vineyard.

“Similarly, a significant outbreak
in the wine industry would see shut
down of sites, restrictions on movement
and routes travelled, quarantining of
machinery and equipment, additional
regulations, loss of unique vine material
and closure of businesses.
“It’s worth investing time now to get
biosecurity practices right to protect our
businesses and our industry.”
Vinehealth Australia has created, and
is currently refining, a ‘Biosecurity for
Contractors’ training program which
provides more detail about these topics.
There are plans for the program to be rolled
out across South Australia in 2021.

WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED
TRIBASIC LIQUID

Protectant Fungicide/
Bactericide

METMAN 720 WG

190 g/L COPPER (Cu) present as
Tri-basic copper sulphate

• Protectant fungicide against
Downy mildew

Systemic and
Protective Fungicide
640 g/kg Mancozeb
80 g/kg Metalaxyl

• Control of Downy mildew
• Small particle size for better
coverage on the plant surface

• SC (Suspension concentrate)
liquid formulation of Tribasic
Copper Sulphate

• Unique European formulation,
made to EU standards

• Superior mixing

• 3 year expiry date

• Available in 20L, 200L & 800L packs

• Available in a 10kg bag

grochem.com | for all enquiries 1800 777 068
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