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hat’s the question wine tourists in
I South Australia are being asked in
the fight against hitchhiker pests

that could decimate the wine industry.

The campaign, created by Vinehealth
Australia, was launched in February at
Angove Family Winemakers in McLaren
Vale by Leon Bignell MP, Minister for
Agriculture, Food and Fisheries and
Minister for Tourism.

The main character of the
campaign is ‘Phil the Phylloxera
Guy’, who hitches a ride from
vineyard to vineyard with various
groups of tourists. It's intentionally
silly to cut through the serious
nature of biosecurity. You can view
and share the campaign at www.
vinehealth.com.au/tourism.

In reality, phylloxera is a tiny pest that
can be picked up and spread by tourists
on tyres, shoes, clothes and equipment.
And while phylloxera is present in other
parts of Australia, South Australia is
proudly phylloxera free.
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Richard Angove from Angove Family Winemakers, Phil the Phylloxera Guy and Vinehea

Who's hitchhikiﬁg with you?

“Tourists could walk through a
phylloxera-infested vineyard in Australia
or overseas, and unknowingly, pick up
the tiny insect on their shoes or clothing,
then be in a phylloxera-free vineyard
later that day or weeks later and spread
phylloxera there,” said Inca Pearce, CEQ
of Vinehealth Australia.
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We're asking tourists
Ik or drive close to vines

or down vine rows. Stick to
the roads and paths.

“Our campaign asks tourists not to
let Phil the phylloxera bug and his nasty
pest friends hitchhike with them. We're
asking tourists not to walk or drive close
ta vines or down vine rows. Stick to the
roads and paths.”
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Ith Australia CEO Inca Pearce at the RVC iaunch in February..

The risk

The vines underpinning South
Australia’s $2.11 billion wine industry
are free of phylloxera and many of the
other pests and diseases that have
decimated wine regions around the
world. But increased global and national
trade and tourism means increased pest

and disease risk.

There has been a doubling in
the number of exotic plant pest
incursions in Australia in the past
seven years And phylloxera is
being detected in more vineyards
in Victoria.

Research commissioned by
Vinehealth Australia in 2017
showed that 44% of female visitors
and 28% of male visitors to wine

regions expect to be able to take photos
amongst the vines as part of their wine
tourism experience.

11GAB review, 2017: http://www.agriculture.gov.au/
biosecurity/partnerships/nbc/intergovernmental—
agreement—on-biosecurity/igabreview#final-report.










