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VINEHEALTH AUSTRALIA ANNOUNCES LEADERSHIP CHANGES 

 
Vinehealth Australia has appointed a new chief executive officer and elected a new 
presiding member. 
 
New chief executive officer, Inca Pearce, has been acting in the role since February and has 
extensive experience across the wine and viticulture sectors, including 17 years in senior 
roles at Pernod Ricard Winemakers. 
 
Her experience, credentials and commitment to the industry make her well qualified to lead 
Vinehealth Australia and to oversee the implementation of the agency’s five-year strategic 
plan. She has taken over from Alan Nankivell who left in February. 
 
Ms Pearce’s appointment follows a national search and coincides with the election of Marc 
Allgrove as Vinehealth Australia’s new presiding member to replace Ben Gibson who is 
heading overseas. 
 
Mr Allgrove said Ms Pearce brought considerable depth of experience to the role to ensure 
Vinehealth Australia succeeds in delivering a professional and robust biosecurity program 
for the future. 
 
“Vinehealth Australia has a long history of keeping the South Australian wine industry safe 
from pests and diseases and it’s important that we strive to ensure this continues through 
developing, advocating and leading a national approach to biosecurity,” he said. 
 
Ms Pearce joined Vinehealth Australia in late 2014 as manager of projects and 
communications. 
 
She was a viticulturist at Pernod Ricard Winemakers and progressed to senior roles across 
the supply chain focused on process improvements, new product development and ensuring 
brand integrity.  
 
“With the roll-out of our five-year strategic plan this is an important period for Vinehealth 
Australia and how we support growers and the broader wine industry,” said Ms Pearce. 
 



“I’m looking forward to working with growers and transforming the way in which biosecurity 
and vine health knowledge and services are delivered to them and industry.” 
 
Mr Allgrove, a partner at Evans + Ayers, has over 20 years’ experience in the Australian wine 
industry, representing small and large producers, and holding roles with several industry 
associations. 
 
He was appointed to the Vinehealth Australia board in 2013 and his industry and 
commercial experience have contributed significantly to the development of the agency’s 
strategic plan. 
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About Vinehealth Australia 
Vinehealth Australia is a statutory body funded by South Australian vineyard owners to protect South 
Australian vineyards from diseases, pests and other conditions that may affect vine health.   
 
The Phylloxera and Grape Industry Act (1995) provides the legislative foundation from which Vinehealth 
Australia obtains it powers and functions, and is responsible to the South Australian Parliament through the 
Minister for Agriculture, Food and Fisheries. The foundations for this Act were originally gazetted in 1899. 
 
Vinehealth Australia is committed to empowering the wine industry to act and protect their assets from 
phylloxera and other pests and diseases.  It does this by developing and advocating policy and practice and 
ensuring that farm-gate hygiene practices are integrated into daily vineyard operations.  
 
 
For more information please contact: 
 

Marc Allgrove, Presiding Member 

Vinehealth Australia 

M: +61 (0)448 671 815 

E: mallgrove@evansayers.com.au  


